Paper 1

Section A – Reading
In section A of Paper 1 you will have to read an unseen passage from a novel or short story.  You will then answer a series f questions based on your understanding of what you have read.  

You will have around 55 minutes to complete this section.  That’s about 10-15 minutes to answer each question and you should be aiming to write about two thirds of a side.

Below are the types of question you could be asked in Section A of your exam.  Reading through these and the advice on how to answer them will help you to understand what you are being asked to do in the exam.  The sections are colour coded to help you.

1. Locating and retrieving information

· What clues or details can you find to prove something?

· What evidence can you find to prove something?

2. Personal response

· What are your thoughts and feelings about a character?

· What impressions do you get of a character, relationship or place?

· What do you learn about a character or relationship?

3. Character response

· What are the characters thoughts and feelings?

· What is going through the characters mind?

· How does a character react, or behave or change?

· Why does the character behave in a certain way?

4. The craft of the writer (H)

· How does the writer convey, create, make or suggest?

· What happens in these lines?  How and why do you react to what happens?

· How effective is the ending?

· What are your thoughts and feelings as you read these lines?

5. Empathetic response (F)

Imagine you are the character.
